
 

Highland Families, 

 

Summer break is coming to an end and it is time to prepare for school. Since last spring I 

feel like I have constantly been asking for support and flexibility from our families. Our 

community has delivered, and as a school, we are grateful. Yet, I’m asking again. This 

document has critical steps that need to be executed in order for us to have a successful 

start to the school year.  

 

Registration 

Starting on Monday, August 3rd we are launching a new online registration system. The goal 

is to reduce the amount of paperwork that our families complete each year and the amount 

of data entry required by our building secretaries. It will also allow for updates throughout 

the year and even help our transportation department organize riders and routes. Our 

homepage has instructions and links to complete this process. All students need to be 

registered on this system! The process is different for returning students and new 

students. Furthermore, we will have a computer at each school available for parents to 

complete the process if they are unable to do so from home. We know the original 

registration is tedious but it will be far more efficient moving forward.  

 

Schedule 

All Highland Schools will be providing in-person instruction five days each week. The first 

day of school for students is August 18th. A complete school calendar can be found on the 

webpage. Our transportation department is in the process of contacting families to provide 

pick up and drop off times.  

 

Covid 19    

Today we will be posting our re-opening checklist on the website. The checklist 

demonstrates numerous steps that we have taken or will be taking to keep our students 

and staff healthy. It is likely that not everyone will agree with our approach, some believing 

we should do more, others thinking that we are too stringent. Ultimately we feel the steps 

on the checklist will mitigate the risk of an outbreak and will provide opportunities for 

individuals to care for their own safety and well-being based upon their personal comfort 

level. Below I will provide further explanation on a few areas that will be noticeably 

different.  

 

Masks – We are encouraging face coverings rather than requiring them. However, in all 

three of our buildings, we have vulnerable staff members and we want to take extra 

precautions to keep them safe. So, your students should include an appropriate mask in 

their pack along with other school supplies. For the majority of the time and locations it will 

be their choice to wear a mask.  

 

Illness – We will be asking parents to screen their students at home for symptoms rather 

than screening them at school. Please keep your student(s) home if they are sick! We 

plan to screen students when they return from an illness or if they have symptoms at 

school. Our temperature threshold for going home is 100.0 degrees. Attendance policies 



have been modified so that students will have ample time to make up work and attending 

school while ill is discouraged. Mrs. Pettit (District Nurse) will be sending and/or posting a 

letter with specifics.  

 

Hygiene - We will be elevating our focus on hygiene. Many of these practices we probably 

should have been doing all along. Students will be asked to wipe down the desk, chairs and 

devices they have used. We will be emphasizing an increased frequency and quality of hand 

washing, provide sanitation supplies, and utilize outdoor classrooms as permitted by 

weather and subject matter. 

 

Options – If you are unable or not comfortable sending your student to school, please 

contact your building principal or the district office for resources to continue your student’s 

education. Our teachers will not be offering hybrid or on-line classes. It is our hope and 

expectation that students will be learning in-person for the duration of the school year.  

 

Technology 

Our board approved a one to one Chromebook initiative for the high school. We plan to 

check out devices to students in grades 9 -12 during the first two weeks of school. Parents 

will be required to sign an agreement that details the cost if the device is damaged or lost. 

Our plan is to transfer ownership of the device to our graduating seniors each year. In 

addition, we are moving our domain to weldre9.org. Please change your bookmarks to 

reflect the change away from weldre9.k12.co.us. This change will affect student and staff 

email addresses as well as our website.  

 

Construction – Parking 

We are addressing a critical safety issue by constructing a separate bus and student drop 

off zone. Unfortunately, this project is not anticipated to be complete until mid-September. 

Access from Highway 14 in front of the middle school is for school buses only. Parents 

who are dropping students off will get access on the east side of campus off of First Avenue. 

Be aware this is a drop off zone not a parking area. Until our new parking lot is complete, 

visitors parking will be by the baseball field with entry and exit to highway 14 by the district 

office.  

 

Next Update 

I plan to provide another district update on August 12. After August 3rd, more 

communication will likely come from building principals. As noted earlier, we have a lot of 

changes taking place this year and a lot of uncertainty. Please know that our goal of 

keeping students’ safe and providing them a quality education has never been greater. In 

the past four months, the Highland family has grown much stronger and we will need to 

continue that throughout the year. Please don’t hesitate to e-mail me with questions and 

concerns during the unprecedented time. 

  

 
Robert D. Ring Jr. – 7/30/2020 


